NOTES TO CHAPTER 2	345
 (123)	Ralph, Critical Review ... ed. of 1783, p. 3.
 (124)	The terrible state of London graveyards attracted general attention in the nine-
teenth century (see G. A. Walker, Gatherings from Grave Yards, 1839); it seems probable
that they were even worse in the eighteenth. Parishes from time to rime obtained Acts
en«Kling them to buy land tor a new graveyard, but only under the pressure of an ap-
palling state of things. For instance the two churchyards of St Andrew's Holborn (both
together supposed less than an acre) were *so offensive* in 1720 that they were shut up by-
order of the king and Council Nevertheless, the fear of plague being over, they remained
the only burying-grouhds for the parish till the year 1747, when a Bill was applied for to
enable the parish to buy land for a burial-ground. It was said that the inhabitants had nearly
doubled in the past twenty years, and some ghastly evidence was given in support of the
Bill. C.J. 5 February 1746-7.
The Poor's holes were a er^nrlal throughout the century:
'It is well known that several out-parishes ... are very much straitened for room to
bury their dead; and that to remedy in part that inconvenience, they dig in then- church-
yards or other annexed burial-grounds, large holes or pits in which they put many of the
bodies of those whose friends are not able to pay fcr better graves, and then those pits or
holes (called the poor's holes) once opened are not cover'd till filTd with dead bodies:
Thus it is in St Martin's, St James's and St Giles in the Fields and other places.... How
noisome the stench is that arises from these holes so stow*d with dead bodies, especially in
sultry seasons and after rain, one may appeal to all who approach them. . . .' (Some
Customs consider'd whether prejudicial to the Health of this City... 1721, pp. 7-10.)
In 1774 when the jails were attracting attention as dangerous to the health of the sur-
rounding districts, a correspondent of the PuhSc Advertiser (21 April) pointed out the
necessity of attending also to churchyards and vaults: *The greatest evil is what is called
parish or poor's graves: these are pits capable of holding three or four coffins abreast and
about seven in depth; are always kept open till they are full, then the tops are covered
over with earth; and another pit about the same size is dug on the side of it, leaving the
sides of the former coffins always open.... This is the common practice in a churchyard
near the centre of this metropolis, and... <*h£ general practice is pretty similar from t-hq
best inquiries I have been able to make." (Reprinted as an address to Parliament.)
Some steps appear to have been taken to stop this, as Pennant writes of St Giles in the
Fields: * in. the churchyard I have observed with horror a great square pit ... [etc. ut
supra.] Notwithstanding a compliment paid me in one of the public papers of my having
occasioned the abolition of this horrible practice, it still remains uncorrected in this great
parish. The reform ought to have begun in the place first stigmatized* (JLa/zdbrz, 1790, p.
i8a)
(125) Add. MSS. 35147, fo. 286.
cf. also an entry made in September 1824 after a tour of inspection in Blast London,
from the Tower to the farther end of Lunehouse by the water-side, returning by Ratdiffe
Highway and Rosemary Lane: * Great as is the mass of poverty and misery of places along
shore from the Tower to the Isle of Dogs, still, except in the very worst of these places
and among the most wretched of the wretched, there is also considerable improvement.
On the teaming streets, such as Wapping, Wapping Dock, Wapping Wall, Lower Shad-
well, Queen Street, Broad Street, Ratdiffe Highway, East Smithfield Street, Rosemary
Lane, Cable Street and Knock Fargus, Back Lane and Brook Street, which run nearly
parallel east and west in three lines, the improvement in all respects great. The old wooden
houses in most of these places have either been pulled down or burnt down, and others of
brick built in their places at different times commencing about forty years ago. The

